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WAKE UP WITH THE 

A.M. AMBASSADORS! 
    
   Rise and shine Upson County, the 

Thomaston-Upson Chamber of 

Commerce Ambassadors will soon 

be knocking at your door! 

   Each month, the Chamber 

Ambassadors visit randomly 

selected Chamber members on a 

designated morning. The visit 

includes goodies sponsored in 

June by T-U County Airport, a 

gift basket from Upson Regional 

Medical Center and a big "thank 

you" from the Chamber 

Ambassadors.  
   Through the A.M. Ambassador 

program, the Chamber of 

Commerce hopes to recognize 

those businesses and individuals 

who through their membership and 

dedication to the community make 

the work of the Thomaston-Upson 

Chamber of Commerce possible. 

On June 16, the A.M. 

Ambassadors will visit the 

following Chamber Member 

businesses between 10am -11am: 

Dr. Bridges, Dr. Fariyike, Dr. 

Fiesler, Flint River Surgical, 

Pediatric Associates, Orthopedic 

& Sports Injury, Thomaston ENT, 

Thomaston Family Practice-Dr. 

Ralph Warnock, Thomaston 

Family Practice-Dr. Bramlett, Dr. 

Ben Williams and Thomaston 

Pediatrics. 

http://www.thomastongachamber.com/
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UPSON LEADS IN LATEST 

TECHNOLOGY FOR PATIENTS  
 

Upson Regional Medical Center is the first hospital east of the Mississippi and second in the nation to invest in 

the latest technology for its urology patients.  
 

This month, Upson completed a $600,000 renovation of its Cysto-Suite, enlarging the space and adding the 

UROSKOP Omnia. The new surgical table offers an imaging system with a broader depth of field, crisper 

images and smaller base where the doctor can operate on either side of the patient. It features high resolution X-

ray detector to enable complete urinary tract imaging with just a single exposure. 

 

Local Urologist Dr. Dan Bridges said he is pleased with the renovation and the new technology.  ñAs an 

urologist, the UROSKOP allows me to work without having to reposition the patient, and I am able to see the 

entire urinary tract with one single exposure.  This means, patient comfort is increased, while examination time 

is reduced.ò   

 

In addition to reducing imaging time and radiation exposure, the workstation provides doctors with easier 

access to the patient, and it includes a monitor which allows images from multiple sources to be displayed 

alongside each other. 

 

The systemôs resolution of more than 2800 x 2800 pixels 

exceeds that of standard image systems. The high-resolution 

images enable the doctor to zoom in without any quality 

loss and to see the finest details which increases diagnostic 

confidence. 

 

ñWhen you have an obstruction or other urinary tract issue, 

you want to feel better as soon as possible,ò said Dr. 

Bridges.  ñThe new technology at Upson enables us to 

diagnose and treat many symptoms in one location.ò 

 

Procedures performed using the new operating table include percutaneous stone extractions, prostate surgeries, 

bladder tumor removal, kidney and ureteral stone removal, ureteroscopy and radiological imaging of the urinary 

tract. 

 

ñWe are fortunate to have a community hospital that can and does invest in the latest technology for its 

patients,ò said Bridges.  ñThis investment in Urology services ultimately translates into better care for more 

patients at less cost.ò 

 

 

June & July 2011 ï Westwood Christian Academy enrollment in grades PreK3 

through 9th grade is still open for th e 2011-12 academic year. Please call the school 

office at 706-647-8131 for more information or visit 

www.westwoodchristianacademy.com. Scholarships are still available for new students. 

http://www.westwoodchristianacademy.com/
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Thomaston-Upson Chamber of Commerce 1st Annual  
Flint River Canoe and Kayak Poker Float  

 

Thanks to the following sponsors that made this event a success!  
 

 

Grand Prize Sponsors:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Gold Sponsors: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Silver Sponsors:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Bronze Sponsors: 
1st Franklin Financial -  Tasty Shoppe - Days Inn - Aqua Unlimited 
Richard Bridges, Attorney at Law  - Mark Irvin, Attorney at Law   

Speedi Lube - Amedisys Healthcare - Georgia Power Company 
 
 

Contributing Sponsors: 
Bass Pro Shop -  Eric¼s Detailing - CW Enterprises -  Super Wal -Mart  

Upson-Lee Middle School  -  Randy Vining  
 
 

 

Flint River  

Outdoor Center  

Mal lory & Trice,  
Attorneys at Law  

Thomaston 

Prescription 

Shop  
Quad/Graphics 
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Winners of the 1
st
 Annual Flint River Canoe and Kayak Poker Float 

 

Grand Prize - Old Town Vapor 12s Kayak - Jeff Kelly  
2nd Prize - $250 - Matt Ledom  
3rd Prize - $150 - Amy Kelly  
 
4th Prize - Portable DVD Player - Jim Ramseur  
5th Prize - $50 Bass Pro Shop Gift Card  · Zack Davis  
6th Prize - $40 Bass Pro Shop Gift Card - Ross Bedford 
7th Prize - Gift Certificate from Eric's Auto Detailing - Deann Tucker  
8th Prize - Gift Certificate from Eric's Auto Deta iling - Gary Bedford  
9th Prize - Soft Sided Cooler from United Bank - Paul Tucker   
10th Prize - Soft Sided Cooler from United Bank - Linda Ramseur  
Lowest Hand - $100 - David Mirable  
50/50 Drawing - $70 - Byron Gleaton 
  
Early Bird Registration #1 - 12mp Digital Camera from Windstream - Josh Hendricks  
Early Bird Registration #2 - Guided Fly Fishing Trip with Randy Vining - Bryan Trickel  

 
Thanks to all of our volunteers that helped to make this event a huge success!  

 
Ben Ellington, Matthew Mallory, Ryan Tucke r, Amanda Greene, 
Carson Gleaton, Teresa Ellington, Brad Parrott, Heath Brodnax, 
Jonathan Brodnax,  Kim Tyson, Addie Bell, Jonathan Pascoe, 
Donna Moore, Mary Newcomb, Debbie Gignilliat, Margie 
McDaniel, Debbie 
Lord, Tyler 
Carpenter, Laura 
Mallory, Eric 
Walker, Jessica 
Walker, Richard 
Strouss, Donna 
Howard, Kathy 
Roland and Yancy 
Bell. 
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Photos taken at the Flint 

River Canoe and Kayak 

Poker Float on May 21, by 

Ashley Biles of The 

Thomaston Times 
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Chamber holds ribbon cutting for new office 

of State Farm Insurance Agent Robert Fallin 
 

The Thomaston-Upson Chamber of 

Commerce was pleased to hold a ribbon 

cutting ceremony on Friday, April 29 for the 

new office of State Farm Insurance Agent 

Robert Fallin. The ribbon cutting took place 

at 10 am the morning of April 29 and was 

followed by an Open House celebration with 

lots of great food and give-a-ways for 

everyone that attended. Mr. Fallin is pictured 

in the photo with family members, customers 

and Chamber Board Members. Robert 

Fallinôs office is located at 1070 Hwy 19 

North. 

 
 

Chamber holds ribbon cutting for Edward Jones 

Investments Financial 

Advisor Wynn Trice 
 

The Thomaston-Upson Chamber of Commerce was 

pleased to hold a ribbon cutting ceremony for Financial 

Advisor Wynn Trice of Edward Jones Investments on 

May 25, 2011. Mr. Trice is a 2005 graduate of Upson-

Lee High School and a graduate of Mercer with dual 

degrees in economics and finance. His office is located 

in the Wal-Mart Shopping Center at 911 North Church 

Street. Mr. Trice is pictured in the photo with family 

members, Chamber members and Chamber Board 

Members. 

 
 

Check out the Chamber¼s new website, 
www.thomastongachamber.com. If you are interested in 
advertising on the Chamber website, please call Lori @ 
706.647.9686.  
 
 

http://www.thomastongachamber.com/
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Superintendent of Thomaston-Upson Schools, receives 
prestigious President's Award from GSSA 

 

Dr. Maggie Shook, Superintendent of Thomaston-Upson Schools, received the 

prestigious President's Award from the Georgia School 

Superintendent's Association at their Spring Conference in 

Macon. Four of the state's 180 school superintendents were 

selected to receive the award, which honors those 

superintendents who have demonstrated outstanding 

leadership in their systems and communities. Shook, who 

came to Thomaston-Upson Schools in 2007, was nominated 

by Dr. Stephanie Gordy, Executive Director of Griffin 

RESA. In her letter of nomination, Dr. Gordy described Dr. 

Shook "tireless" and "Innovative" as well as "one of the 

state's most progressive and dynamic 

superintendents."  Gordy also wrote, "I am personally 

benefiting from her experience, expertise, and leadership as 

a Board of Control member. . . She is a tremendous asset to her system and to the field of 

education." Congratulations to Dr. Shook! 
  

 

Chamber Legislative Luncheon held at Upson Regional 
Medical Center 
 

   A Special Thanks to Senator George 

Hooks and Representative Robert Dickey 

for speaking to the T-U Chamber of 

Commerce on May 18, 2011. The 

Chamber would also like to thank 

URMC for hosting this event and Karen 

Truesdale for her help with the planning 

of this meeting. 

   Pictured in the photo is Lori Smith, 

President of the Thomaston-Upson 

Chamber of Commerce;  Representative Robert Dickey; Senator George Hooks; Debbie 

Gignilliat, Chairman for the Thomaston-Upson Chamber of Commerce and Karen Truesdale, 

Chair of the Chamber of Commerce Government Roundtable.  
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New Members April  2011: 
 

Ritz Theatre & Café 

Malcolm Neal 

706-647-7022 
 

Renewals for April 2011: 
 

Bell Creek Wood Products, Inc.   A. Joel Bentley, Jr. 
Sonny Barfoot      Attorney At Law 

706-647-8733 706-648-3535 
 

Hon. Judge Tommy Hankinson   Hometown Printers, Inc 

Individual Member     E. Jarrell Pitts, Jr. 

        706-647-3115 
 

Ingles Market      iStudios 

Chris Crews       Jared Huckaby  

706-648-1953 706-975-4539 
 

King Educational Services    Marks Automotive & Performance 

Frank King       Vicki Fowler  

706-647-0686      706-648-6275 
 

Robert Nash      Sertoma Women of Upson Co.  

Retired Member      Shannon Spraggins  
       

Smoke on the Water BBQ    Snider-Killingsworth Ins. Agency 

Bobby Bickley      Suzi McIntyre 

706-975-0038      770-228-8441 
 

The Bazaar Market Place & Antique Mall The Orthopedic & Sports Injury  

Shawn Fry       Judy Harris 

706-647-1300      706-646-2785 
       

Thomaston Milk Co.     Tucker Communication, Inc 
Bobby Coe       Tim Tucker 

706-647-6144 706-647-3253 
 

Woodall House 

Charlene Woodall 

706-647-7044 
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Thanks to Rick & Mary Pat Jones with Stillmeadows 

Cabins for hosting the May 24 Business After Hours 
 

Greg Boyt won the 50/50 drawing worth $55 
 

Byron Gleaton was not present for the May Business After Hours, but if he 

had been, he would have won $300 cash! 
 

The Business After Hours jackpot is now worth $400 and another name will be 

drawn during the September After Hours hosted by the Sertoma Women of Upson. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos taken at Stillmeadows Business After Hours on May 24 by Ashley Biles of The 

Thomaston Times 
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A.M. Ambassadors visit Chamber Members 
Sponsors of the A.M. Ambassador program for the month of May were: The Thomaston-Upson Chamber 

of Commerce A.M. Ambassadors, Upson Regional Medical Center, Moore Buick and Janice and Lewis 

Bennett. Shown in the photos below are Chamber Ambassadors Laurie Holmes, Colony Bank; J.R. Charles, 

IDA; Robin Aylor, GISA; Rebecca Calcaterra, The Thomaston Times; Alison Uphold, Thomaston 

Hospice; Jennifer Greathouse, The Upson Beacon; Wynn Trice, Edward Jones Investments and Lisa 

Ellington, Bank of Upson. The AM Ambassadors visited the following Chamber Member businesses on 

May 26: The Rock Ranch, Turkey Creek Snacks, Triumph Packaging, Southern Power-West Georgia 

Generating Plant and Westwood Christian Academy. 

 
  Each month, the Chamber Ambassadors visit randomly 

selected Chamber members on a designated morning. The 

visit includes goodies sponsored by a different Chamber 

member each month, a gift basket from Upson Regional 

Medical Center and a big "thank you" from the Chamber 

Ambassadors. 
 

Through the A.M. Ambassador program, the Chamber of 

Commerce hopes to recognize those businesses and 

individuals who through their membership and dedication 

to the community make the work of the Thomaston-Upson 

Chamber of Commerce possible. 
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TenCate Protective Fabrics expands 

its market presence in US and Canada  
 

TenCate Protective Fabrics Americas, the market leader in protective fabrics for the Fire Service, Industrial and 

Defense markets, has reached an agreement regarding an asset transaction with Difco Performance Fabrics Inc. 

in Montreal (Quebec, Canada). This transaction will further increase the commercial presence and 

manufacturing activities of TenCate in the US and Canadian protective fabrics markets.  

  

Among the assets being purchased by TenCate are all of Difco's brand names and other intellectual property 

associated with Difco's protective fabrics product portfolio. This transaction is in line with the strategy of 

TenCate to expand its activities in these markets both geographically and through a broadening of its product 

portfolio. 

  

Difco is a recognized producer of protective fabrics in the Canadian and North American markets. This strategic 

transaction will be an important step for TenCate Protective Fabrics in the formation of a stronger presence in 

the Canadian protective fabrics market in particular and throughout North America as a whole. This transaction 

will lead to a larger market share for TenCate in the aforementioned regions, as a result of a broader product 

offering and enhanced innovation capabilities to meet the market's evolving needs. 

  

The purchase process should be completed in the next few weeks. No financial details will be published in this 

stage.  
 

 
 

Central Georgia Society for Human Resource Management 

offers free workshop June 8, 2011 
  

The Central Georgia SHRM group would like to cordially invite any and all local managers, human resource 

professionals and those whose responsibilities include human resources to attend an upcoming workshop.  The 

workshop will be held at 7:00 a.m. on June 8, 2011, at the Upson EMC Annex building at 615 E. Main Street in 

Thomaston (next door to the Upson EMC headquarters building).  The workshop title is ñTerminating with 

Respectò.  The workshop is free to the public and breakfast will be provided. 

 

Guest speaker and facilitator will be Marilu Chapman Cowan.  Marilu has over 30 years experience in the field 

of human resources and employee and career development.  She has worked in various industries, and her 

career focused on assisting organizations with strategic change.  Many may be familiar with Marilu from her 

work with the Georgia Employersô Association. 

 

She has taught in the business schools at the University of Colorado at Boulder, Georgia College and State 

University, Wesleyan College, as well as a variety of human resources classes and seminars around the country. 

She holds a Master of Education in Occupational Education from the University of South Carolina, and a 

Bachelor of Arts in English from Augusta State College.  She has done doctoral work at Duke University. 

 

If you or someone from your organization plans to attend, please call Deborah Hardy at Keadle Lumber at 706-

647-8982 or Melinda Taylor at Upson EMC at 706-647-5475.  Please RSVP by June 3. 
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Chamber to compile Speakers Bureau list 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Chamber Business Member: 

 

As we progress into 2011, your Chamber Board is working hard to bring even more value to you as a 

member of the Thomaston/Upson Chamber of Commerce.  One component of that objective is the 

formation of a Speakers Bureau.  

 

The Thomaston/Upson Chamber Speakers Bureau is comprised of people representing Chamber 

members businesses, who would be available to speak at various meetings, functions or events.  

Between Thomaston and Upson Countyôs  civic clubs such as Rotary, Kiwanis, Sertoma, Lions Club 

and others, as well as church based groups, the need for a pool of interesting, informational speakers is 

great.   

 

As a member of several of these local civic clubs, I know how I enjoy hearing someone detail their 

local or regional business.  Providing such individuals to speak will only increase the communityôs 

awareness of your business ï which is key to increasing patronage. 

 

If you or someone within your organization is willing to be a part of the Thomaston-Upson Chamber of 

Commerce Speakers Bureau, please complete the attached form and return it via fax to the Chamber 

office at the number provided.  Speakers Bureau representatives and the companies they represent will 

be included in various Chamber materials, new member packets and on the Chamber website.  We will 

also notify civic clubs in both Upson and surrounding counties of this bureau so that our speakersô 

bureau members can reach outside of our immediate area. 

 

Donôt miss out on having your business represented in this effort to market Thomaston/Upson 

Chamber member businesses! 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

David L Castleberry 

CEO, Upson Regional Medical Center 

Chair of Marketing & Public Relations, Thomaston-Upson Chamber of Commerce 
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Thomaston-Upson Chamber of Commerce 

Speakers Bureau Information Sheet 
 

 

 

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Business(s) that you represent: ________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Email Address: ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Phone Number(s) where you can best be reached: _________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Best time to contact you for speaking engagements: ________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Best times that you are available to speak example, days, nights, weekends: _____________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Please list topics that you would discuss if asked to speak: ___________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Please fax this form back to the Thomaston-Upson Chamber of Commerce, 706-647-1703. We will 

post everyone that would like to be included on the Speakers Bureau list on our Chamber website. 
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 Upcoming Events for the Rock Ranch  
 
June 18 �r June 25 : The Rock Ranch Sweet Corn Festival (Tuesday through Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 
�S���P�e�F�O�R�V�H�G�� �6�X�Q�G�D�\�� �D�Q�G�� �0�R�Q�G�D�\�����r guests will enjoy The Rock Ranch attractions including 
train rides, Tiny To wn, swimming in the pool, paddle boats, pedal carts, pony rides, the giant 
jumping and more.   �7�K�H�U�H�� �Z�L�O�O�� �E�H�� �o�F�R�U�Q�p�� �W�K�H�P�H�G�� �D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �F�R�Q�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q�V�� �F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H��
arrival of the fresh sweet corn crop.   Of course, guest will be able to buy ears of freshly  picked 
sweet corn.   Admission is $10 per person and includes all attractions except zip lines (zip line 
rides are $12 and $7 for the 2 different runs).  

 
June 25 : Celebrate America �r �F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�H�� �R�X�U�� �I�U�H�H�G�R�P�� �D�V�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�n�V���� �H�Q�M�R�\�� �I�D�P�L�O�\�� �I�X�Q�� �D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V����
live mu sic and one of the largest fireworks displays in the state 4 p.m. to 10 p.m. $25 per car load  

 
July 5 �r 30: Fun in the Summer Time �r open July 5 �r July 30 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. ($10 per person, $8 
per person if bringing group of 20 or more) guests will enjoy T he Rock Ranch attractions 
including train rides, Tiny Town, swimming in the pool, paddle boats, pedal carts, pony rides, 
the giant jumping pillow and more.   There will be educational stations before lunch �r perfect for 
summer camps, church groups, families  or daycares.   Admission includes all attractions except 
zip lines (zip line rides are $12 and $7 for the 2 different runs).  
 
For a complete listing of The Rock Ranch events for 2011, please visit:  
http://www.therockranch.com/downloads/RR%202011%20Calendar%20of%20Events%20web.pdf  
 

 
 

Fresh fruits and vegetables, Farmerôs Market 

Monday and Wednesdays until October   
   
  The Farmers Market will resume next to West Central Georgia Bankôs Main 

Branch (Old City Hall Building) on Monday June 13, 2011 at 8 am. Fresh fruits and 

vegetables are available every Monday and every Wednesday, early morning until 

late afternoon from June 13 thru October.  

   The purpose of the farmerôs market is to support and promote family farms by 

providing a community-based market where people can purchase fresh, wholesome 

food and farmers can sell their products at a first-class venue.  

   The downtown farmerôs market is sponsored by the Upson County Extension Service. If you would like more 

information about the upcoming Farmerôs Market or would like to become a vendor, please contact Wes Smith 

at the Extension office, 706-647-8989. 


