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The T-U Chamber of 

Commerce Board of Directors 

& Ambassadors would like to 

invite the following Chamber 

Members to attend the  

   

3
rd

 Wednesday Wake -Up 

½Thrpun Tltily {v Tltily

Jvuulj{pvuz Ohwwlu¾ 

 

On Wednesday, January 18 

from 7:30-8:30 am: A&B 

Heating & Cooling, CareSouth 

Home Care, Charter Business, 

Extreme Gymnastics & Cheer, 

Game Castle, McCrary Pump & 

Electric, Inc., Danielle McRae, 

Quad/Graphics, The Adams 

Agency, Samuel Baity, Twice 

the Ice and Westwood Christian 

Academy.  

 

The meeting will take place at 

the Chamber office located at 

110 West Main Street and 

donuts, coffee and juice will be 

served. 

 

Items of Discussion that 

morning will include Informing 

members of Upcoming Events, 

Chamber Committees an d 

Membership Benefits and of 

course what we can do for our 

Members! 

.  SAVE THE DATE!  

The Thomaston-Upson 

Chamber of Commerce 
 

10th Annual Business Open 

Golf Tournament 
 

Wednesday, March 28, 2012 
 

A GOLF COMMITTEE MEMBER WILL BE IN CONTACT 

WITH YOU SOON!  
 

Greg Boyt (Triumph Packaging), Chair Golf Committee 

Nick Martin (Ag South Farm Credit), V-Chair Golf Committee 

Lori Smith, Chamber of Commerce 

Mary Strouss, Chamber of Commerce 

http://www.thomastongachamber.com/


JANUARY 2012 Thomaston-Upson Chamber of Commerce 2 

 

A Special Thanks to Amedisys Home Health Care and Dr. 

Sharon Jones for hosting the December 6 After Hours event 
 

Pictured in the photos below are Lindsey Matthews from Amedisys presenting our jackpot winner Richard 

Strouss from United Bank Northside Branch $200 in cash. Also shown is Mrs. Matthews presenting Chip 

Richardson the money from our 50/50 drawing, Mr. Richardson was there representing Thomaston Ford and 

actually donated his winnings to the Empty Stocking Fund. Shown in the other photos are the winners of our 

Jingle, Jingle ï Mingle, Mingle networking game. Congratulations to our winners and Merry Christmas 

everyone! 
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Congratulations to Youth Leadership Upson Graduate and Hubert Hancock winner Rachel Smith 

who graced the cover of the December 2011 issue of the Georgia EMC magazine.  

Photo taken by Georgia EMC. 

Did you know that the Georgia EMC magazine is printed locally at the Quad/Graphics Rock Plant? 
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Ribbon Cutting held for opening of new Cookôs Market 
 

The Thomaston- Upson Chamber 

of Commerce recently held a 

ribbon cutting for the opening of 

the new Cookôs Market located 

at 211 South Center Street. The 

newly remodeled building was 

purchased by Nick Patel earlier 

this year and has really made a 

presence when arriving into 

downtown Thomaston. Shown in 

the photo is Nick Patel with his 

family and many community 

supporters in Upson County. 

Congratulations to the Patelsô on 

a job well done! 

 

 

Ribbon Cutting & Dedication held at The Rock Ranch 
 

The Thomaston-Upson Chamber of Commerce held a ribbon cutting ceremony on December 20 to welcome the 

dedication of The Rock Ranchôs new office. The Rock Ranch also had a Homecoming Celebration to present 

the City of Thomaston with the very first Fire Truck that The Rock Ranch had completed restored. The Rock 

Ranch is located at 5020 Barnesville Hwy at The Rock, Ga. and is owned by Chic-fil -A founder S. Truett 

Cathy. Shown in the photos below are Jeff Manley 

and Truett Cathy cutting the ribbon in dedication of 

the new office and in the other photo is the newly 

remodeled fire truck that was donated to the City of 

Thomaston. Photo by Ashley Biles & Dan Kilgore. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Ribbon cutting to be held for Charter Communications new location 
 

The Thomaston-Upson Chamber of Commerce will hold a ribbon cutting ceremony on Wednesday, January 4, 

2012 to celebrate the new location of Charter Communications. Charter is now located at 1694 Woodlawn 

Road, Thomaston. The ribbon cutting for Charter Communications will be held at 11 am on January 4 with 

refreshments being served. Please contact the Chamber office if you would like to attend, please call 706-647-

9686. 
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Youth Leadership Upson tours local industries, 

& City/County , will tour Capitol in January   
  
   On November 22, the YLU toured some of the local industries in our community to learn more about what 

products they produce in Upson County. The students toured and were treated to breakfast at Ten Cate 

Protective Fabrics and then went on to tour Quad/Graphics, Criterion Technology, Triumph Packaging and 

Clear Water Paper. Lunch was provided to the students by American Pie Pizzeria. 

On Dec 6, the Youth Leadership Upson Class met with Clerk of Superior Court Teresa Harper, toured Upson 

Countyôs City/County Government offices and met with County Manager Kyle Hood, City Manager Patrick 

Comiskey and Mayor Hays Arnold. The group also met with Danielle McRae of the Probate Court office, 

toured the Upson County Sheriffôs Department and ended the day by touring Upson Regional Medical Center. 

The group would like to thank Sheriff Don Peacock and Major Dan Kilgore for providing lunch for our 

City/County Tour. Youth Leadership Upson meets every month throughout the school year to learn more about 

the various industries, local city, county, state government, healthcare and recreation located in Thomaston and 

how it all works together. Youth Leadership Upson will tour the State Capitol on January 24, along with the 

offices of the Ga Department of Economic Development, Georgia EMC and Electric Cities. 

  The Youth Leadership Upson program is sponsored by the Thomaston-Upson Chamber of Commerce, 

Upson EMC, Ten Cateô, Camp Thunder, Upson-Lee High School, American Pie Pizzeria and 

Transportation provided by Twoôs Company Catering.  
 Students involved in the 2011 Youth Leadership Upson Program are: Mary Coker, Matt Crawford, Banks Fletcher, 

Davie Hudgins, Lucy Jones, Sarah Jordan, Haley Phillips, Tyler Pittman, Brooke Seay, Jade Shumate, Leah Smith and 

Savannah Suarez. Shelley Daniel representing the T-U School System is Chair of the youth program, Bobby Bickley 

representing Bank of Upson and Dan Kilgore representing Upson County Sheriffôs Department are both Vice-Chairs. 

Youth Leadership Upson Class tours local Industries 
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Youth Leadership Upson Class meets with Clerk of Court, 

County Manager, City Manager, Mayor of Thomaston, 

Probate Court, Sheriffôs Department and URMC 
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Adult Leadership Upson Tours local Industries 
       
 The Thomaston-Upson Chamber of Commerce Adult Leadership Upson class toured local industries in Upson 

County on December 8, 2011. The group toured and was treated to breakfast at Ten Cate Protective Fabrics and 

then went on to tour Turkey Creek Snacks, Triumph Packaging, Standard Textile and Clear Water Paper. The 

next tour for the adults will take place on January 11. The group will tour Chief Manufacturing, Keadle 

Lumber, Solo Cup, Quad/Graphics, Criterion Technology and Southern Power Companyôs West Generating 

Plant. Shown in the photos below is the Adult Leadership Upson class touring local industries in Upson County. 
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December 22-29  - Showing at The 

Ritz Theatre, 'ALVIN & THE 

CHIPMUNKS: CHIP -WRECKED' , 

Showing times are 7pm each evening 

2 pm matinee on Wednesdays. The 

Ritz will be closed on Christmas Eve. 
 

Wednesday, January 4 - T-U 

Chamber of Commerce Executive 

Board Meeting, 8 am at the Chamber 

office 
 

Wednesday, January 4 - Ribbon 

Cutting for Charter Communication's 

new location, 1694 Woodlawn Road, 

at 11 am with light refreshments 
 

Thursday, January 5 - Chamber of 

Commerce Membership Committee 

Meeting at noon at The Tasty Shop 
 

Thursday, January 5  - The Ritz Live 

Show with Todd Allen Herendeen and 

his Follow that Dream Band, 

BIRTHDAY TRIBUTE TO ELVIS, In 

advance tickets $15, at the door $20. 
 

Tuesday, January 10 - Thomaston-

Upson Chamber of Commerce Board 

of Directors meeting, 7:30 am at the 

Chamber office 
 

Wednesday, January 11 - Adult 

Leadership Upson to tour local 

industries 
 

Monday, January 16 - Chamber 

closed in honor of MLK  Holiday 
 

Wednesday, January 18 - 3rd Weds 

Wake Up meeting 7:30 am at the 

Chamber office 
 

Wednesday, January 18 - Chamber 

Ambassador meeting will follow the 

3rd Weds Wake-up meeting 
 

Thursday, January 19 - 

Manufacturers Roundtable, 7:30 am at 

Chamber office/hosted by Keadle  

  

Tuesday, January 24 ï YLU Capitol 

Tour, Youth will tour the state Capitol 

and then meet with representatives 

from Ga. EMC, Ga. Power Company, 

Electric Cities and the Department of 

Economic Development 
 

 

 
 

The Brag Rag 
New Members December 2011 
 

Alltel Wireless   Hardees 

John Davis    Sherry Johnson 

706-648-8002 706-647-8444 

 

Jim Richards    The Potting Shed 

Individual Member    Marc Ellington  

     706-647-7211 

 

Upson-Lee North Elementary 

Shad Seymour 

706-647-3622 

 

Renewals December 2011  
 

Edward Jones Investments  Specialties Flower Shop 

Wynn Trice    Debbie Gignilliat 

706-648-4393 706-648-2111 

 

The Alexander Resource Group  

Bob Alexander     

478-476-9081     

 
 

Sunôs Up Breakfast Meetings for 2012  
 

Wednesday, February 22, 2012 

Guest Speaker: Todd Long with the Georgia DOT 

Topic: TSPLOST 

Time and Location: 7:30 am at the URMC Auditorium 

 

Wednesday, April 11, 2012 

Guest Speaker: Commissioner Mark Butler Georgia DOL 

Topic: Lack of Skilled workers in GA and in the United States 

Time and Location: Noon at the URMC Auditorium 

 

August 2012 ï Exact date to be announced later 

Guest Speakers: State Senator and Representatives for Upson 

Time and Location to be announced at a later date 

 

November 2012 - Exact date to be announced later 

Upson County Farm Bureau Breakfast 

Location to be announced at a later date  
 

 

Upcoming Events 
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Mark Whitney  Chief of Game Management for the DNR 

addresses Outdoor Recreation pass for Sprewell Bluff  
 
On Tuesday, December 20, Mark Whitney with the 

Department of Natural Resources spoke to Chamber 

Members regarding the new Outdoor Recreation pass that 

will be needed to visit any outdoor recreation facility 

owned by the State of Georgia including Sprewell Bluff. 

Mr. Whitney discussed the cost of individual, annual, and 

group passes and that you can go online to 

www.georgiawildlife.com to purchase your pass or you 

may call the DNR license office at 1-800-366-2661 to 

find a licensed agent in Upson County that sells the 

passes.  

Shown in the photo from left to right: Maurice Raines, 

County Commissioner Chairman; Mark Whitney, DNR; 

Hays Arnold, Mayor of Thomaston; Bob Fletcher 

Chairman of The T-U Chamber of Commerce and Neal Trice, Vice-Chairman of the T-U Chamber of Commerce. 

Photo by Ellen Tew. 

 

 

Todd Long to discuss TSPLOST at February 22 Sunôs Up Breakfast     

    

   The Thomaston-Upson Chamber of Commerce is pleased to announce that Todd Long with the Georgia 

Department of Transportation will be our guest speaker for the February 22 Sunôs Up on Upson Business 

Breakfast. Mr. Long will discuss the TSPLOST that will be voted on in Georgia in 2012. The cost to attend the 

breakfast is $8 per person and the meeting will take place at the URMC Auditorium. Please call the Chamber to 

reserve your seat, 706-647-9686. 
   Todd Long is a native of Hinesville, Georgia.  He studied at the Georgia Institute of 

Technology and earned a Bachelors of Science Degree in Civil Engineering with honors 

in 1989.  He worked as a graduate assistant while earning his Masters of Civil 

Engineering from Georgia Tech in 1990.  Long earned the certification of Professional 

Engineer in 1994, and his certification as a Professional Traffic Operations Engineer in 

2002.  

   Long began his career with the Georgia Department of Transportation in its extensive 

training program in 1990. He then served in the Office of Planning at the DOT 

Headquarters in Atlanta.   In 1996, Long moved to Gainesville as the District One 

Traffic Engineer. He later served as District Preconstruction Engineer, Assistant District 

Engineer and then District Engineer.  In 2005, Long returned to DOT headquarters and 

served as Director of Administration and Director of Preconstruction where he oversaw 

the delivery of the Departmentôs multi-billion dollar construction work program.  In August of 2008, Long became 

the Director of Business Operations for the Georgia Regional Transportation Authority.   

   As a result of legislation during the 2009 Georgia General Assembly, Long was selected by Governor Perdue to fill 

a critical role mandated by the passing of Senate Bill 200: Director of Planning.  The legislation specifically provides 

the Governor the authority to appoint the Director of Planning who operates within the GDOT organization.  Long is 

responsible for a variety of reporting and planning activities directed from the legislation.  He also directs the full 

planning team at DOT and coordinates with external transportation organizations across Georgia to help form the 

best transportation system for the Stateôs citizens.  Long is also responsible for coordinating the efforts for 

implementing House Bill 277 passed during the 2010 General Assembly.  Long was reappointed by Governor Deal 

and confirmed by the General Assembly in January of 2011 to continue serving as the Director of Planning. 

 

http://www.georgiawildlife.com/
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Thomaston native, 

Coy Bowles  

with the Zac 

Brown Band,  
will be autographing 

his new children's 

book entitled,  

óAmy Giggles 

Laugh Out 

Loudô 
 

 

At the Thomaston Prescription Shop on  

Thur sday, December 22 - 4:00 pm-6:00 pm &  

Friday, December 23 - 10:00 am to 1:00 pm 
Call 706-647-8965 to reserve your copy.  

Thomaston Prescription Shop is located at 500 West Gordon Street. 


